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ABSTRACT  

This study explores the character development of Jin Kazama in Tekken 8 as a narrative 

representation of Carl Gustav Jung’s theory of individuation. Utilizing a qualitative textual 

analysis, the research examines key narrative moments, character interactions, and symbolic 

visual design from the game’s story mode. The analysis focuses on Jungian archetypes—such 

as the Shadow, the Anima, the Wise Old Man, and the Self—to trace Jin’s psychological 

transformation. The findings reveal that Jin’s internal conflict with the Devil Gene symbolizes 

his confrontation with the Shadow, while his emotional encounter with his mother, Jun 

Kazama, reflects the integration of the Anima. Guidance from the character Leroy Smith 

further illustrates the influence of the Wise Old Man archetype, culminating in Jin’s integration 

of the Self, represented visually by his dual wings. Through this lens, Tekken 8 becomes a rich 

modern allegory of self-discovery and psychological wholeness, demonstrating how video 

games can portray complex theoretical concepts in an accessible and emotionally engaging 

form. 

Keywords: Analytical Psychology, Inner Journey, Narrative Symbolism, Personality 
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INTRODUCTION  

 

Bn recent years, the medium of video games has evolved far beyond its origins as simple 

entertainment, maturing into a sophisticated platform for narrative exploration. What was once 

a niche hobby is now a dominant cultural force, capable of addressing complex psychological 

and philosophical themes with the depth once reserved for traditional literature. This transition 

is particularly evident in narrative-driven games that immerse players in stories of identity, 

self-discovery, and profound internal conflict, making them a fertile ground for psychological 

analysis. Even within the action-oriented fighting game genre, intricate character-driven stories 

have become a key component, offering more than just mechanical skill tests. 

The Tekken franchise, created by Bandai Namco, stands as a prime example, having long 

been recognized for its deep narrative and complex characters woven into its core fighting 

mechanics. At its heart, the series explores themes of generational conflict, the struggle for 

power, and the arduous path to personal redemption. The latest installment, Tekken 8 (2024), 

brings the saga's central conflict to its climax, focusing on the psychological journey of Jin 

Kazama and his generational battle against his father, Kazuya Mishima. Jin's character is 

defined by a deep internal struggle against the "Devil Gene," a destructive power inherited 

from his father that serves as the literal and metaphorical source of his turmoil. 
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This analysis will examine Jin Kazama's character arc through the theoretical lens of Carl 

Jung's analytical psychology, specifically his concept of "individuation". Jung defined 

individuation as the lifelong process through which an individual becomes their true self by 

integrating the disparate elements of their psyche, including the conscious and unconscious 

realms (Jung, 1953). This journey toward psychological wholeness requires a confrontation 

with the darker, often repressed aspects of the personality—what Jung termed the "shadow"—

in order to reconcile these internal opposing forces and achieve a balanced, mature self. 

Therefore, the primary objective of this article is to analyze how Jin Kazama's 

experiences in Tekken 8 serve as a narrative representation of the Jungian process of 

individuation. By examining key narrative moments, character interactions, and symbolic 

visual design, this study will trace Jin's path from his initial confrontation with his shadow to 

his eventual integration of the self, demonstrating how video game narratives can effectively 

portray profound psychological transformations. 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

Jungian Archetypes 

In Jungian theory, archetypes are universal, innate models of people, behaviors, or 

personalities that are inherited and reside within the collective unconscious (Jung, 1970). They 

are fundamental psychic structures that influence human experience and behavior. For this 

analysis, the following archetypes are central: 

1. The Shadow represents the unconscious and often repressed aspects of the 

personality. It contains the traits, desires, and impulses that the conscious ego rejects 

or denies, such as rage, fear, and aggression. Jung argued that one cannot achieve 

wholeness without acknowledging and integrating this darker side of the self 

(Whitmont, 1969). 

2. The Anima is the unconscious feminine archetype within the male psyche. It 

embodies qualities of emotion, intuition, creativity, and the capacity for relationship 

and emotional connection. Integrating the Anima is crucial for achieving emotional 

balance and maturity (Jung, 1953). 

3. The Wise Old Man is an archetype symbolizing wisdom, guidance, and profound 

insight. This figure often appears in moments of crisis or confusion to offer the 

protagonist a deeper understanding of themselves or their situation, acting as a 

catalyst for transformation (Jung, 1959). 

4. The Self is the ultimate archetype, representing the unified and whole personality. It 

is the central organizing principle of the psyche and the goal of the individuation 

process. The Self emerges when the conscious and unconscious realms are 

integrated, and inner conflicts are reconciled (Jung, 1933). 

Individuation 

Individuation is the central process in Jungian psychology, describing the lifelong 

journey toward self-realization (Jung, 1953). It is the process by which an individual’s 

personality becomes whole and integrated by harmonizing the various archetypes. This journey 

typically involves several key stages: 

1. Confrontation with the Shadow: This is often the first major test in the individuation 

process. It requires an individual to consciously recognize and accept the repressed, 

darker parts of their nature rather than projecting them onto others. This 
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confrontation is essential for moving beyond moral conflict and expanding one's 

self-awareness. 

2. Encounter with the Anima: Following the initial confrontation with the Shadow, an 

individual must engage with their inner emotional world. For a male, this involves 

integrating the Anima, which means embracing emotional vulnerability, intuition, 

and the capacity for nurturing relationships, thereby balancing the rational and 

logical aspects of the psyche. 

3. Integration of the Self: This is the culmination of the individuation journey. It is 

achieved when the individual has successfully confronted their Shadow, integrated 

their Anima/Animus, and resolved the fundamental conflicts within their psyche. 

The integration of the Self results in a balanced, authentic, and whole personality, 

where the individual is no longer at war with themselves. 

 

METHOD 

 

This study utilizes a qualitative research design, employing a textual analysis method to 

interpret the narrative of the video game Tekken 8. The primary data for this research is drawn 

from the game's single-player story campaign, focusing specifically on the character arc of Jin 

Kazama. The process of data collection involved a method of "close playing," which required 

carefully observing and documenting key narrative components. This included transcribing 

significant character dialogues, capturing pivotal cutscenes, and analyzing symbolic visual 

elements that contribute to Jin's psychological journey. 

The collected data was then analyzed through the theoretical framework of Carl Jung's 

analytical psychology. Each significant moment in Jin’s story was systematically examined to 

interpret its psychological meaning in relation to the Jungian process of individuation. The 

analysis focused on identifying how Jin’s internal conflicts, character interactions, and ultimate 

transformation reflect core Jungian archetypes and concepts, primarily the confrontation with 

the Shadow and the integration of the Self. This interpretive process connects specific narrative 

evidence from the game to the established psychological theory to build the final analysis. 

 

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION 

This section analyzes the psychological journey of Jin Kazama in Tekken 8 by examining 

key narrative moments that align with the stages of Jungian individuation. Jin’s character arc, 

from his initial state of internal conflict to his eventual achievement of a balanced self, provides 

a compelling case study of how this psychological process can be represented in a modern 

narrative medium. The analysis will proceed chronologically through the stages of his 

development. 

Confrontation with the Shadow 

The initial and most critical stage of Jin’s individuation is his confrontation with the 

Shadow, which is embodied by the destructive power of the Devil Gene and the weight of his 

past sins. At the beginning of Tekken 8, Jin is in a state of denial, actively rejecting this darker 

side of himself. This is immediately evident in his first battle with his father, Kazuya, who 

taunts him about the war he started. Jin’s pained declaration, “I must atone for my sins!”, 

reveals that he is consciously aware of his guilt but has not yet accepted the part of himself that 
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committed those acts. This moment marks the beginning of his journey, where the Shadow is 

externalized and must be faced. 

 

This external confrontation soon turns inward, leading to the narrative’s most pivotal 

sequence where Jin is forced to battle a manifestation of his own inner demon, Devil Jin, within 

the symbolic landscape of his own psyche. This is not a physical fight but a profound 

psychological battle for control of his soul, staged in the ruins of his memory. The Shadow, 

personified as Devil Jin, does not simply fight him with force but tempts him by exploiting his 

deepest insecurities. It relentlessly taunts him with his past failures, specifically his inability to 

protect his mother, whispering, “You couldn’t protect your own mother. All because you are 

powerless.” This dialogue directly targets Jin’s core trauma and the source of his guilt. 

The Shadow then offers a seductive solution: abandon the struggle for control and instead 

embrace the very source of his pain. It urges him to, “Steep your very being in anger and 

hatred… Walk a path dedicated solely to vengeance.” This represents the core temptation of 

the unintegrated Shadow: to let rage and destructive impulses consume the conscious self as a 

way to reclaim a sense of power. The visual representation of a towering, monstrous Devil Jin 

looming over a smaller, human Jin powerfully symbolizes the overwhelming nature of these 

repressed forces when they are left unacknowledged and allowed to fester in the unconscious. 

 

Figure 1  Jin Kazama’s first clash with Kazuya Mishima. 

Figure 2 Jin and Devil Jin face off amid ruins 

Figure 3 Jin expresses gratitude, a rare moment of peace after internal conflict 
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The turning point in this struggle occurs in the quiet aftermath of the battle, as Jin 

manages to defeat his inner demon. Instead of expressing simple victory or relief, Jin looks 

upon his vanquished Shadow as it dissolves and makes the crucial statement, “I have to thank 

you, you know.” This seemingly counterintuitive remark is psychologically profound, as it 

signifies a monumental shift from rejection to acceptance. He is no longer viewing the Devil 

Gene as a foreign curse to be purged, but as an intrinsic part of his being—a source of immense 

power and rage, but his own nonetheless. In Jungian terms, this is the moment Jin stops fighting 

his Shadow and begins the difficult process of integration. 

Jin acknowledges that the struggle itself was necessary for his development and that this 

dark potential is an undeniable component of his entire identity. He does this by expressing 

gratitude to the very event that caused him to experience conflict. This act of acceptance is the 

essential step towards reclaiming his agency and moving towards psychological wholeness 

when it comes to his mental health. The chains that had bound him in his psychic prison shatter 

and fall away, symbolizing his freedom from the internal war that had defined him for such a 

long time. This newly discovered internal peace is powerfully visualized as the chains fall 

away. 

Encounter with the Anima 

After confronting his Shadow, Jin's individuation process requires him to engage with 

his emotional core, a journey represented by his encounter with the Anima. In Jungian 

psychology, the Anima is the unconscious feminine aspect of the male psyche, embodying 

emotion, intuition, and the capacity for nurturing connection (Jung, 1953). For Jin, who has 

long suppressed his vulnerability in favor of a hardened, vengeful persona, this encounter is 

essential for his healing. This stage is personified through his mother, Jun Kazama, who 

appears to him in a critical moment of despair within his unconscious. 

This encounter occurs after Jin has accepted his Shadow but is left questioning his own 

worth and purpose. He asks his mother’s spirit a question that reveals the depth of his emotional 

turmoil: “Mother... Do I have the right to desire life?” This single line exposes the guilt that 

has paralyzed him. It is a moment of profound vulnerability, where Jin finally articulates the 

self-doubt that his aggressive persona has long concealed. By turning to the memory of his 

mother—the symbol of love and protection in his life—he is subconsciously seeking the 

emotional clarity and permission to heal that only the Anima can provide. 

 

Jun’s response provides the crucial guidance that facilitates Jin's emotional integration. 

She reframes his inherited power, telling him, “A Kazama’s power fosters life, and cleanses 

evil,” urging him to use it not for destruction, but for protection and redemption. This counsel 

directly counters the destructive narrative of the Shadow. Where the Shadow tempted him with 

Figure 4 Jin speaking to the spirit of his mother 
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vengeance, the Anima offers a path of life-affirming purpose. This moment represents the 

Anima providing the nurturing wisdom needed to balance the aggressive impulses of the 

Shadow, allowing Jin to see his power not as an inescapable curse, but as a tool that can be 

wielded for good. 

 
Figure 5 Leroy offering guidance to Jin. 

This integration of the Anima is a pivotal step in his individuation. By accepting his 

mother’s guidance, Jin embraces his own capacity for compassion and emotional sensitivity, 

qualities he had previously seen as weaknesses. This allows him to begin reconciling the 

opposing forces within him—the destructive power of his father’s lineage and the protective, 

healing power of his mother’s. This newfound emotional balance is what enables him to move 

forward, no longer driven solely by guilt and rage, but by a desire to protect and create a better 

future. 

Encounter with the Wise Old Man 

With his Shadow acknowledged and his Anima beginning to integrate, Jin requires a final 

catalyst to overcome his lingering self-doubt. This comes in the form of the Wise Old Man 

archetype, a figure who provides spiritual guidance and deeper insight (Jung, 1959). In Tekken 

8, this role is fulfilled by the character Leroy Smith. The encounter is not about physical victory 

but about imparting a crucial lesson that Jin has been unable to learn on his own. When Leroy 

confronts him, Jin is still trapped in his old mindset, admitting his feelings of inadequacy by 

stating, “I lacked the power back then. And now, I'm even less than what I was.” This 

confession reveals that despite his progress, Jin still defines his worth through the narrow lens 

of physical strength. 

Leroy, embodying the wisdom of this archetype, immediately challenges Jin’s flawed 

perspective. He sees beyond Jin's power and perceives the fear paralyzing him, telling him, 

“Your fists told me… about how you fear your own power.” Leroy’s most crucial piece of 

wisdom, however, is his simple declaration: “Without heart, strength means nothing.” This 

statement forces Jin to re-evaluate his entire worldview. It suggests that the raw, destructive 

power of the Shadow is meaningless without the emotional balance and purpose provided by 

the Anima. The "heart" Leroy speaks of is the integrated emotional core that Jin has only just 

begun to accept. The Wise Old Man serves to connect these psychological pieces, teaching Jin 

that true strength is not the absence of weakness, but the synthesis of all parts of the self. 

As their confrontation reaches its climax, Leroy provides Jin with a direct, actionable 

command that cuts through his confusion: “Jin Kazama… Believe in your heart and let go of 

your fear!” This is the final push Jin needs to overcome his psychological paralysis. The 

guidance from the Wise Old Man empowers him to trust his newly integrated emotional self 
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and to stop allowing fear—of his power, of his past, of his potential for failure—to dictate his 

actions. It is a call to embrace his complete identity with courage. 

This lesson culminates in the moment Jin finally asserts his own identity. After 

internalizing Leroy’s wisdom, he is no longer just the bearer of the Devil Gene or the son of 

Kazuya. In response to Leroy’s challenge to define himself, he declares with conviction, “I 

am… JIN KAZAMA!” This is a powerful assertion of the integrated Self. He claims his own 

name and his own identity, forged not from power or lineage, but from the difficult journey of 

self-acceptance. The Wise Old Man does not give Jin power, but rather the wisdom to unlock 

the power he already possessed by harmonizing his heart and his strength. 

Integration of the Self 

The culmination of Jin's arduous journey is the integration of the Self, the archetype 

representing wholeness and the reconciliation of all psychic opposites (Jung, 1933). This final 

stage is not about eliminating his inner darkness but about harmonizing it with his capacity for 

good, resulting in a balanced and complete personality. This transformation is powerfully 

represented in the final act of Tekken 8, where Jin transcends his internal war and embodies a 

new, unified identity. 

The most striking visual metaphor for this integration occurs during his final 

confrontation with Kazuya. After accepting his Shadow and embracing the wisdom of his 

Anima and the Wise Old Man, Jin unlocks a new form. This form is defined by a pair of wings: 

one demonic and black, the other angelic and white. This powerful imagery symbolizes the 

synthesis of opposites within him. The demonic wing represents his acceptance of the Devil 

Gene—his Shadow—while the angelic wing represents the life-affirming, protective influence 

of his Anima. He is no longer just Devil Jin or a conflicted human; he is a complete being who 

contains both light and darkness in equilibrium. 

Figure 6 Jin with one angelic and one demonic wing 

This visual transformation is accompanied by a crucial declaration of his new 

psychological state. As he wields this balanced power, Jin proclaims, “The devil’s power is no 

longer my curse!” This line marks the completion of his internal arc. The power he once saw 

as a source of shame and destruction is now reframed as an integrated part of his strength, one 

that he can control and use for a purpose he defines. This moment is the narrative and 

psychological climax of his individuation, where the Self emerges not by destroying the 

Shadow, but by uniting it with the light. 

This newly integrated Self is further demonstrated in the final moments of the story. 

Exhausted but resolute after his final battle, Jin reflects on the support from his comrades and 

accepts the entirety of his past, stating, “No longer will I deny my comrades and our bonds,” 
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and “I will not deny my existence.” These statements signify his final release from the isolation 

and self-hatred that had plagued him. He accepts his need for connection and acknowledges 

his entire life journey, with all its mistakes and triumphs, as valid. This is the hallmark of the 

integrated Self: the ability to live authentically, without being fragmented by guilt or fear. 

Figure 7 Jin looking out at the horizon in the final scene. 

The game’s closing shot, with Jin standing alone and looking out at a calm ocean horizon, 

provides a final, peaceful image of his transformation. The storm of his internal conflict has 

passed. He has faced his Shadow, embraced his Anima, heeded the wisdom of the Wise Old 

Man, and has finally achieved a state of psychological wholeness. His journey in Tekken 8 thus 

serves as a complete and compelling narrative representation of the Jungian process of 

individuation, moving from a state of fragmentation and inner war to one of balance, 

acceptance, and peace. 

CONCLUSION 

 

From the analysis above, Tekken 8 emerges not merely as a continuation of a long-

running fighting game franchise, but as a profound psychological narrative that brings Carl 

Jung’s concept of individuation to life. Through the character of Jin Kazama, the game charts 

a deeply symbolic and emotional journey of confronting one's darkness, embracing emotional 

truth, and ultimately finding balance within the self. 

Jin's battle is not just against his father, Kazuya Mishima, or the destructive Devil Gene—

it is a battle within, a confrontation with his own Shadow. His transformation is catalyzed not 

by brute force, but by accepting the darkness he once feared, understanding it, and choosing 

not to let it control him. In doing so, he reflects Jung’s belief that true growth begins with 

acknowledging and integrating the repressed parts of the psyche. The presence of archetypal 

figures along Jin’s path—the nurturing Anima embodied by Jun Kazama, and the Wise Old 

Man figure in Leroy Smith—serve as essential guides on his psychological odyssey. Each 

encounter peels back another layer of his identity, urging him to reconcile not only his inner 

turmoil, but also his relationships with others and with himself. 

Ultimately, the symbol of Jin’s final transformation—his dual wings, one demonic and 

one angelic—speaks powerfully to the core message of individuation: wholeness is not found 

in purity or perfection, but in embracing all aspects of oneself, light and shadow alike. By the 

end of the story, Jin no longer seeks to deny his past or destroy the darker parts of his soul. 

Instead, he rises as a unified self, whole and resolved. Thus, Tekken 8 becomes more than just 

a game—it becomes a modern myth, a digital stage upon which the timeless struggle for 

identity, purpose, and psychological wholeness plays out. Through Jin Kazama, players are 
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invited to reflect on their own inner conflicts, to face what they fear, and to walk the path 

toward becoming whole. 

 

“Only the person who has risked the fight with the dragon and is not overcome by it wins the 

hoard, the treasure hard to attain.” – Carl Gustav Jung. 
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